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Blizzard of the Century

Not since 1888 has the Northeast suffered such a winter storm

uffeted by winds of up to 110

m.p.h,, a 42-ft. Coast Guard pilot

boat, the Can Do, capsized and

sank in Salem Harbor. The captain
and the four-man crew were drowned. In
nearby Nahant, Melvin Demit, 61, was
lighting the furnace in his basement, when
a-wall of water crashed into his house and
engulfed him. In Scituale, a raging sea
sweplt five-year-old Amy Lanzikos to her
death just as a rescue boat was bring-
ing her to safety.

This was the scene
along the Massachusells
coast last week, as a mam-
moth blizzard—the worst
since 1888—slammed the
Northeast, dropping from
I to4 ft. of snow in the lat-
est blast from a winter of
stormy disconlent. Raging
from Virginia to Maine,
the hurrigane-like storm
killed at least 56 people,
caused an estimated half
billion dollars’ worth §
of damage and crippled
Connecticut, Massachu-
selts and Rhode Island for
five days.

Providence was par-
ticularly hard hit. With
main roads impassable af-
ter the 26-in. snowfall,

the storm. In some working-class neigh-
borhoods. looting broke oul. Long lines
formed at the few food markets that could
open, and shelves were quickly stripped
bare of milk, bread, potato chips, ginger
ale—almost anything edible. Not until
two days afler the storm, when the major
highways were finally cleared. could the
city be resupplied with food.

For coastal residents, the blizzard
meant nearly 40 hours of sudden death

Street scene in Boston's Dorchester section at the height of the snowfall

bestseller The Outermost House. The surf

_in Rockport, Mass., demolished a red fish-

ing shack known as "Motif No. 1," a fa-
vorite subject for local artists. In Maine,
the losses included three lighthouses and
the amusement pier at Old Orchard
Beach, where Louis Armstrong and Ben-
ny Goodman once played.

With roads in Massachusetts clogged
by mounds of snow, Governor Michael
Dukakis banned all public-bus and pri-

vou e rimaenate Vate-car travel, but not be-
fore lhousmds of molor-
ists were already stranded.
To force people o stay
home, Dukakis declared a
three-day bank holiday.
As cash ran short. public
officials asked stores (o ac-
cepl checks and even 10Us
from their customers. For
wthe first time in its 106-
year history, the Boston
Globe was unable to dis-
tribute an edition.
Dukakis requisitioned
every available snowmo-
bile, four-wheel-drive ve-
hicle and truck, and mobi-
lized some 20,000 stale
| workers, 4,000 National
Guardsmen and 300 fed-
eral troops, some from
Georgia, North Carolina

Governor J. Joseph Gar-
rahy ordered all Rhode Is-
land businesses, excepl for grocery stores,
to close. Not until this week was the state
expecled (o return to normal. By compar-
ison, the blizzard left New York City par-
alyzed for a mere 24 hours and entirely
spared the Midwest, which was still dig-
ging out from a late January blizzard, that
region’s worst in a century.

Al first, for the fortunate majority, last
week's storm could be taken in good spir-
its and looked on as a welcome holiday.
Cross-country skiers glided through city
streets. Fralernily men tossed snowballs
at sorority women on Boston’s Common-
wealth Avenue. Crowds applauded the
impromptu performances of jugglers and
clowns on Boston Common. At Boston
Garden, some 11,000 fans showed up dur-
ing the storm for college hockey play-offs.
Many fans could not get home afterward
and, sustained by free coffee and hot dogs,
bunked down on the wooden seats.

Then the situation in Boston wors-
ened. Two power blackouts cut off elec-
tricity for 100,000 people at the height of

A 8500 million howler that spread destruction from Virginia to Maine.

and devastation. Winds lashed the seas
into 50-ft. waves that smashed hundreds
of seaside houses and forced thousands to
flee inland. In Revere, Mass,, some people
clung to the rooftops of their houses,
“Twice each day, when the tide came in, |
thought I was going to die,"” said Anthony
Chiarella, who retreated to his attic with
his dog Sergeant. In Hull, Teacher Mar-
tha Fingers and her family rested in shifts
so that they would not be caught unaware
if the house was about to be swepl away.
“We didn't really sleep,” she told rescuers.
“The waves kept rocking the house.”

he sidewheeler Perer Stuyvesant,
which formed part of Anthony's
Pier Four Restaurant, was lorn
from its concrele pilings and
wrecked in Boston Harbor. Qutside of
Boston, the storm destroyed some of
New England’s best-known landmarks.
Among them was Lhe seaside dwelling in
Eastham on Cape Cod that was made fa-
mous by Naturalist Henry Beston's 1928

and Texas, to help clear
the snow. One of the first
tasks was to open a runway at Logan In-
ternational Airport so that the Army
could fly in additional front-end loaders,
dump trucks and emergency clectrical
gcneralors.

Officials at the National Weather Ser-
vice in Washington blamed the storm on
a system of intense high pressure that has
been meandering back and forth across
Canada all winter. A similar system,
known to forecasters as a “blocking high,”
caused California's (wo-year drought.
This winter the Canadian high has been
spraying snow and cold in seemingly hap-
hazard, unpredictable directions, plung-
ing temperatures to the 20s in Atlanta and
setting snowfall records in places like Val-
dez, Alaska, which has had more than 63
in. so far, Meteorologists frankly admit
that they understand very litlle about
“blocking highs"—except that this one
will surely bring more cold and snow. Ad-
vises James O'Connor, acting chief of the
National Meteorological Cenler: *Don’t
put your long johns in mothballs.” m
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